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29. World Championship 3-Cushion 
 

MP - Points - Av. - Best Game - HR 

1974 Antwerpen (BE)  02.-07.04.1974 

  1. Nobuaki Kobayashi  (JP) 21:1 660/503 1,312 2,000 11 
  2. Raymond Ceulemans  (BE) 18:4 643/485 1,325 2,068 14 
  3. Yoshio Yoshihara  (JP) 16:6 643/569 1,130 1,621 9 
  4. Ludo Dielis  (BE) 15:7 623/633 0,984 1,250 9 
  5. Richard Bitalis  (FR) 12:10 564/608 0,927 1,304 8 
  6. Marcelo H. Lopez  (AR) 11:11 581/550 1,056 1,764 10 
  7. Avelino Rico  (ES)   9:13 557/644 0,864 1,071 10 
  8. Peter Thøgersen  (DK)   8:14 530/599 0,884 1,333 8 
  9. Jan Doggen  (NL)   8:14 577/665 0,867 1,224 10 
10. Alfonso Gonzales  (CO)   8:14 514/615 0,835 0,909 9 
11. Frank Torres  (US)   6:16 478/673 0,710 1,200 7 
12. Nicolas Chart  (EG)   0:22 374/704 0,531 --- 6 
 60 Points equal innings. Round robin. 

Tournament average: 0,930 (6744 / 7248) 
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Nobuaki Kobayashi interrupts the "title subscription" of Ceulemans 

The whole World Championship was dominated by the duel between Raymond Ceulemans 
and Nobuaki Kobayashi. Both collected game-win after game-win until the penultimate 
round, in which Ceulemans lost to his compatriot Ludo Dielis and Kobayashi just managed to 
get a draw against Yoshio Yoshihara. So the last round had to bring the decision. 

The final match was hard to beat. After 20 innings Kobayashi already had 34 points and 
Ceulemans only 12. The Belgian, completely out of step, inevitably strengthened his defense 
and slowly found his game again. Kobayashi was constantly faced with hardly solvable balls, 
so that in the 30th inning his lead had melted to 36:30. It stayed like that for another 10 
innings (46:39), before Ceulemans went up once more with a series of 10. And in the 47th 
inning, he had not only turned a 22-point deficit into a 5-point lead, but was also close to 
winning the match with 59:54. Under enormous pressure and with his last concentration, 
Kobayashi pulled the match out of the fire. The six points of this final series will probably 
have cost him more nerves than the whole tournament. 

After three and a half hours of play, the Japanese player won the title with 60:59 in 47 
innings. 
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